The rise and consolidation of the neoliberal project in India has implied, inter alia, a process of privatisation of mineral resources. This process has been accompanied by the rise of a new governance framework for the mining sector. If, on the one hand, the legislative framework for mining has been progressively revised in order to align mineral policy with the global market-oriented reform process, on the other hand, the principles of social and environmental sustainability have been progressively internalised. The aim of this chapter is twofold. Firstly, it seeks to provide a critical analysis of the analytical terrain underlying such a recent drive towards sustainability, where mining-related ecological and social issues appear to be fundamentally dealt with as ultimately technical issues, devoid of political significance. Secondly, it expands the understanding of mineral resource governance by providing a stylistic account of the actual processes of neoliberal resource management in one of the most important Indian mineral states, namely the state of Odisha. The chapter highlights the way in which this process appears to respond to different demands expressed within the realm of capital at a local, national and international level, as well as to reproduce the unfolding of uneven development dynamics. In so doing it brings into question the supposed social neutrality of the neoliberal agenda for the mining sector, while recognising at the same time the crucial importance of a nuanced understanding of the social power relations underlying the processes of resource exploitation within the neoliberal turn of capitalism.
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Year 1991 marked the start of India's integration with a world order characterised by the ascendance of neoliberal hegemony both in terms of ideology and policy practices. That year, the Indian government launched a comprehensive programme of neoliberal economic reforms that marked a substantial move away from the developmental strategy of a mixed economy pursued from the aftermath of decolonisation, with the aim to 'restore the national control over domestic economic space' (Chandrasekhar & Ghosh, 2004: xii) .
It might be worth recalling that such a strategy recognised the centrality of the role of the state in engendering a trajectory of capitalist development in independent India (Byres, 1997a; Chandrasekhar & Ghosh, 2004) . Within the framework of a planned economy, state intervention was intended to meet priority objectives, including providing support to the production for the home market, promoting progressive reduction in imports and strengthening the national industrial sector from the basic stages (Chandrasekhar & Ghosh, 2004; Chaudhuri, 2002) . In this respect, the state was intended to invest in those areas which required massive investments and extended gestation periods, as well as to control strategic sectors of the economy (Ahluwalia, 1997: 257), consistent with post-war development thinking that envisaged the state as a crucial agent of socio-economic transformation.
The program of liberalisation, privatisation and deregulation of the economy launched in India in 1991, on the contrary, found its rationale in the neoliberal paradigm, which had re-asserted the pre-eminence of market forces over the state in the economic domain. Conceptualised as 'a purposive and open attempt at root-and-branch transformation of the economy's institutions and functioning ' (Byres, 1997b: 4) , the set of neoliberal reforms introduced in India aimed at eliminating, or at least reducing in substantial ways, public control over the economic sphere as well as limiting state presence in the realm of productive activities (Chandrasekhar & Ghosh, 2004) . With the progressive implementation of market-oriented economic reforms, developmentalism was relegated to the past.
The analysis of the historical, social, political and intellectual terrain in which the broad-based consensus on the start of a mixed economy experiment in the newly independent India was rooted, as well as the analysis of the developmental outcomes and social contradictions that
